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Year 3/4 Curriculum Overview 2014-15 [Cycle 1] 

Terms 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

Length of Term 
8 weeks 

 
7 weeks 6 weeks 5 weeks 6 weeks 7 and ½ weeks 

 
Topic 

 
 

 
‘Yabadadoo!’   The 

stone age 

 
Explosive opposites 

 
Land Ahoy 

 
The Selfish Giant 

 
Why did Pirates have 

bad teeth? 

 
Deadly 60! 

 
Science 

 

 
-- 

Forces and magnets 
-compare how things 
move on different 
surfaces  
- notice that some 
forces need contact 
between two objects, 
but magnetic forces can 
act at a distance  
- observe how magnets 
attract or repel each 
other and attract some 
materials and not 
others  
- compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on 
the basis of whether 
they are attracted to a 
magnet, and identify 
some magnetic 
materials  
- describe magnets as 
having two poles  
- predict whether two 
magnets will attract or 
repel each other, 
depending on which 
poles are facing.  
 
 

Rocks 
-compare and group 
together different kinds 
of rocks on the basis of 
their appearance and 
simple physical 
properties 
-describe in simple 
terms how fossils are 
formed when things 
that have lived are 
trapped within rock 
-recognise that soils are 
made from rocks and 
organic matter 

 

Plants 
- identify and describe the 
functions of different 
parts of flowering plants; 
roots, stem, leaves and 
flowers. 
-explore the requirements 
of plants for life and 
growth (air, light, water, 
nutrients from soil and 
room to grow) and how 
they vary from plant to 
plan 
-investigate the way in 
which water is 
transported within plants 
-explore the part that 
flowers play in the life 
cycle of flowering plants, 
including pollination, seed 
formation and seed 
dispersal. 

Animals, including 
humans 
-describe the simple 
functions of the basic 
parts of the digestive 
system in humans. 
-identify the different 
types of teeth in humans 
and their simple 
functions  
-construct and interpret 
a variety of food chains, 
identifying producers, 
predators and prey. 
-identify that animals, 
including humans, need 
the right types and 
amount of nutrition, and 
that they cannot make 
their own food, they get 
nutrition from what they 
eat 
-identify that humans 
and some animals have 
skeletons and muscles 
for support, protection 
and movement.  

All living things 
-identify and name a 
variety of living things 
(plants&animals) in the 
local and wider 
environment, using 
classification keys to assign 
them to groups 
-recognise that 
environments can change 
and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers to 
living things  

 

History 
 

-Changes in Britain 
from the stone age 
to the Iron age 
 

-- -- -- -- -- 

Geography 
 

-Human geography; 
types of 
settlements and 
land use, economic 
activity including 
trade links 

Use of a compass 
 

-Physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains and 
the water cycle . 

   



-Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom 

 

 
 

 
Literacy Units 

 
 

NF – Explanation 
(4weeks) 
 

The Iron man 
 
F – story – meeting 
tale ‘The Iron Man’ 
by Ted Hughes. 
NF – reports - ‘The 
Iron Man’ by Ted 
Hughes.  
F – poetry – creating 
imagery – ‘The Iron 
man’ 

 

NF – information 
texts  
 

The Selfish giant (teach 
science through 
literacy)  
 
NF – Environment  
F – story 
F – poetry – link to 
book 

 

F – Story – Quest –  
 
NF – Persuasion  

F – Story – Over-coming 
a monster – wolves in 
the wall 
. 

 
F – Narrative – rags 
to riches  

 

F – Narrative - 
Kensuke’s Kingdom  
 
F- Poetry – shape 
poems  

Assessment week 
 

NF – non-chronological 
reports 

 
 

Core Texts       

Maths 
Opportunities 

      

French 
 

All about me Plants  Clothes  Weather  Body and colours Animals  

ICT  Y3 bringing it to life Y3 games in a new world Y3 move it and sort it 

Art & Design – Artist 
of the term 

To be informed by 
art leader 

Jackson Pollock Jackson Pollock Sculpture Sculpture Take one picture Take one picture 

Music – Marvelous 
Musicians 

To be informed by 
music leader 

Handel 
 

Music for an 
occasion 

Handel 
 

Music for an occasion 

10 pieces 
 

Musical journeys – A 
night on the bare 

mountain 

10 pieces  
 

Musical journeys – A 
night on the bare 

mountain 

Woodwind 
 

Inspiring Instruments 

Woodwind 
 

Inspiring instruments 

PE [Teacher] 
 

See Val Sabin 
planning 

Gymnastics - 
Symmetry and 
asymmetry – year 3 
unit M 
 

Dance 
The language of 
dance – year 3 unit 1 

Dance 
Wimbledon – year 4 
unit 4 

Games  
Problem solving and 
inventing games - year 
4 unit 2 

Athletics  
See Norwich Union 
elevating athletics 
resource pack for 
warm-ups and lessons 

Sports day practise 



PE [PPA] Games  
Ball skills – passing 
and receiving – year 
3 unit 1 

 Games  
Striking and fielding 
games – year 3 unit 4  
 

Gymnastics Rolling – 
year 4 unit S 
 

Games  
Racket skills 
(Badminton and 
Tennis) 

Outdoor and 
adventurous activities 
– see red box in 
cupboard 

Games  
Striking and fielding 
(Cricket and rounder’s 

DT --- --- --- Linked to enterprise - Prepare and cook a 
variety of predominantly 
savoury dishes using a 
range of cooking 
techniques  
- understand and apply 
the principles of a 
healthy and varied diet. 
- understand seasonality, 
and know where and 
how a variety of 
ingredients are grown, 
reared, caught and 
processed.  

 

--- 

P 
S 
H 
E 

 SEAL TOPICS 
See SEAL 
booklet 

 New Beginnings Getting On & Falling 
Out 

Going for Goals Good to be Me Relationships Changes 

Other Areas -Why and how rules 
and laws that protect 
themselves and 
others are made and 
enforced, why 
different rules are 
need in different 
situations and how to 
take part in making 
and changing rules. 

 

--- --- --- -how to make informed 
choices and to begin to 
understand the concept 
of a balanced lifestyle 
-to recognise 
opportunities to make 
their own choices about 
food, what might 
influence their choices 
and the benefits of 
eating a balanced diet 
-that bacteria and 
viruses can affect health 
and that following 
simple routines can 
reduce their spread 
-what is meant by the 
term ‘habit’ and why 
habits can be hard to 
change 
- about people who are 
responsible for helping 
them stay healthy and 
safe and ways that they 
can help these people 
 

-to differentiate between 
the terms, ‘risk’, ‘danger’ 
and ‘hazard’ 
-SEX ED 
- to recognise and respond 
appropriately to a wider 
range of feelings in others 
-that their actions affect 
themselves and others 
-to judge what kind of 
physical contact is 
acceptable or unacceptable 
and how to respond 
-to listen and respond 
respectfully to a wide range 
of people, to feel confident 
to raise their own concerns, 
to recognise and care about 
other people’s feelings and 
to try to see, respect and if 
necessary constructively 
challenge their points of 
view 
-to work collaboratively 
towards shared goals 
-that differences and 
similarities between people 
arise from a number of 
factors, including family, 



 
 

cultural, ethnic, racial and 
religious diversity, age, sex, 
gender, sexual orientation, 
and disability 
-to recognise and manage 
‘dares’. 
 
Body image 
-to explore and critique 
how the media present 
information 
 

RE Founders and leaders  Rules for living Showing commitment  

ENTERPRISE --- Design – use research and develop design criteria to 
inform the design of innovative, functions, appealing 
products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular 
individuals or groups. Generate, develop, model and 
communicate their ideas through discussion, 
annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded 
diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer-
aided design. 
Make – select from and use a wider range of tools 
and equipment to perform practical task accurately 
[for example: cutting, shaping, joining and finishing]. 
Select from and use a wider range of materials and 
components, including construction materials, 
textiles and ingredients, according to their functional 
properties and aesthetic qualities 
Evaluate – investigate and analyse a range of existing 
products. Evaluate their ideas and products against 
their own design criteria and consider the views of 
others to improve their work. Understand how key 
events and individuals in design and technology have 
helped shape the world. 
 

--- 

PPA ART ART RE RE ART ART 


