
Headteacher's Report - Terms 5 & 6 2015 
 
This has been a very successful year for our school.  We were delighted that OFSTED again 

judged us to be a “Good” school, especially as they have made the criteria for achieving this grade 
much more challenging.  The report identified key positives in the teaching and learning, behaviour 
and attitudes towards learning, the leadership and management (staff and governors) and the 
curriculum; it also recognised the improved achievement of disadvantaged pupils and praised the 
positive, inclusive ethos of the school.  We agreed with much of the report and are heartened by 
our increasingly good reputation - which is reflected in the Reception classes being 
oversubscribed yet again and regular requests for in-year admissions across the age-range.  The 
report confirmed our development priorities:  challenge for the More Able; improved Writing 
achievement; the impact of senior and middle leadership actions on pupil outcomes.  Earlier in the 
year we were one of only six South Glos singled out for praise by the Schools Minister for our 
Disadvantaged (Pupil Premium) pupils achievement.  Our attendance is again above 96% and is 
in line with the national average.  We have a strong staff team and a dynamic Senior Leadership 

Team, strengthened during the year by Sharon Boult’s appointment as both Assistant 

Headteacher and SENCO and by Claire Taylor taking on the role of Key Stage Two Leader in Mrs 

Leach’s absence on maternity leave. Our Family Link work has again been very successful in 
helping parents and carers to engage with and support their children's learning.  We continue with 
our efforts to provide a varied, stimulating and interconnected curriculum. This year has seen 
noticeable developments in our Music, P.E., ICT and Art curriculum provision.  Next year we will 
be working on Equalities across the curriculum,  DT and SMSC (RE, PHSE, P4C). The biggest 
challenge is to be the establishment of a new assessment framework for the new national 
curriculum without the old levels. 
 
Staffing 
We say a fond farewell to Carolyn Hudson, who is retiring. Carolyn has taught in Early years at 
Staple Hill for twenty-one years. We are very grateful for the excellent service she has given to our 
children and community - including a stint as a school governor. Josie Burden, who has been 

teaching Pupil Premium groups over the last two years, will become Rachel Peters’  partner 
teacher in Reception.   We have several Teaching Assistants this year whose temporary contracts 
are ending.  Alison Lidell and Leanne Evans will be moving on, while Deborah Fox and Donna 
Baber will both be working for us next year in other capacities.  All of the above have provided 

very effective support for the children in their care – we thank them all for their hard work and 

professionalism.  
 
Achievement & Standards 
Only some of the end-of-year data is in at the time of writing.   
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
We know that Reception achievement is very good this year.   78% of the children have achieved 
a Good Level of Development, which is much better than last year’s 55% and well above last 
year’s national figure of 61%.   
 
Key Stage 1 
Reading – 2b levels are down slightly on last year at 82%, but close to target; level 3s are also 
down on last year at 27%, but are above the target of 18%. 
Writing – 2b levels are up on last year at 76%; level 3s are 7%  - same as last year but below the 
targeted 16%. 
Maths – 2b levels are up on last year at 80% and above the targeted 77%; level 3s are below last 
year at 9%, which is above the targeted 9%. 



The  Average Point Scores show that the children have made really good progress throughout the 
year, just as good as the progress made last year.  The end of year Average Points Scores are all 
higher than the targets set in the autumn. 
 
Y1 Phonics screening 
84% of the children have met the threshold set last year.  This is an improvement on last year’s 
figure of 80%. 
 
Key Stage 2 
Year 6 Writing levels show that 73% achieved a level 4, similar to last year, but above target; level 
5s are at 16%, down on last year, but above target.  In writing, 91% of the children made the 
expected progress (2 NC levels) from Key Stage 1. SATs levels for Reading and Maths are not yet 
in.  
 
Y1, Y3, Y4, Y5 
Progress has again been good across each of these cohorts. 
 
SEND and Inclusion 
Sharon Boult’s Assistant Headteacher and SEND report will give Governors an overview of SEND 
and More Able and Talented (MAT) provision for the year.  The progress of all vulnerable groups 
will be presented to Governors in the Autumn term, following school data analyses and LA 
summaries. 
Reference has already been made to attendance.  Governors should know that this continues to 
be a priority for us in order to improve people’s achievement and personal and emotional 
development.  We have continued to monitor and analyse pupil attendance and have helped to 
improve their attendance in many individual cases. 
The Pupil Premium report gives details of all the work we have done to accelerate the progress of 
vulnerable and disadvantaged pupils. 
Much work has been undertaken on developing Equalities provision at Staple Hill, both through 
our curriculum and through our pastoral work. Again, further detail is provided in the Deputy 
Headteacher’s report.  
I would say that we have been relatively successful, up to now,  in making Staple Hill Primary 
School an inclusive establishment.  This has ben recognised by OFSTED and by many of the 
partner agencies we work with. However, our most recent analyses have revealed many areas for 
development – for which we have very specific plans (see DH report). 
 
Buildings 
Detail on work to the Buildings and outdoors environment is contained in the SBM report.  Overall 
the building is in good repair.  The outdoors environment is well-maintained and provides excellent 
opportunities for children to develop academic, personal, social and physical skills through play 
and through the outdoors curriculum.  There has been more widespread use of the outdoor 
spaces both as a resource and as an appropriate and stimulating context for certain lessons 
across the curriculum.  We wish to consolidate and extend this work next year to improve pupil 
outcomes across the school.  In terms of financial planning, we are still in the position of not 
needing to spend large parts of our Capital Devolved budget on the building or outdoors 
environment (which enables us to focus on renewing key IT resources). This will not always be the 
case. 
We are pleased with the new pond-dipping platform paid for by Friends of School from fundraising 
activities.  The wild-life garden is still relatively under-developed and under-used. This needs to be 
addressed in the coming year. 
 
Parental involvement 
Our Family link team has continued to work closely with individual parents/carers and with groups.  
During Term 5 Mrs Dawes and Mrs Drewett have: 
 



 Promoted the Reading Challenge 
 Organised the Summer Concert (July 2nd 6.30 p.m – all welcome) 
 Taken 12 Y1 pupils out on a “Fit for Life” trip to a local café. 
 Taken 9 Y5 pupils out on a “Fit for Life” trip to a local café. 
 Supported several individual parent/carers 
 Attended 5 and hosted 1 Family Link network meetings with local schools 
 Attended a Mental Health Course 

 
This week they will be meeting new parent/carers at the Reception 2015 New Parent/Carers 
meetings. 
The Friends of School continue to meet as a group and to run events to raise funds, promote 
community cohesion and enhance the children’s enjoyment of school.  These have included: 

 Easter Egg Hunt 
 Father’s Day Shop 
 Refreshments at Sports Day 
 Refreshments at Headteacher’s Coffee Morning 
 Organising the Summer Fair (Saturday 4th July 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.) 

We have held termly Headteacher Coffee mornings at which we review issues relevant to parents 
and carers and look ahead to new initiatives and events.   
Several parent volunteers provide reading support for children across the school. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment 
Since the last Headteacher’s report, the school has provided the following curriculum enrichment 
activities and events: 

 10 pieces musical performance to parents 
 Key Stage 1 Enterprise event 
 Year 3/4 Enterprise event 
 Redwood Outdoor Education Centre trips (All classes) 
 Year 5 Camp 
 Year 6 Camp 
 Y3-6 Aquatics Festival 
 More Able PE coaching – Y4,5 & 6 
 After School Homework Club 
 Our Story Neighbourhood Arts and History Project 
 Hula Hoop workshop – KS1 
 Y3/4 tennis tournament 
 Y3/4 golf tournament 
 Bristol Wind Band performance – whole school 
 Guitar assembly – whole school 
 Sports Day – whole school 
 Reception trip to Court Farm 
 Y3/4 athletics challenge 
 MAD inter-schools athletics tournament (this Thursday 25th June – all welcome) 
 Eisteddfod (This Friday 26th June) 
 Y3/4 Archery (next week) 
 More Able Maths Workshop (3rd July – Y5/6 6 children) 
 
All in all, another busy, progressive and very enjoyable year! 
 
 
Peter Foss-Clark 
Headteacher 

 



 


