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Staffing 
 
We welcome Tina Underwood and Rhiannon Ellis, who have been appointed as Teaching 
Assistants to support statemented pupils in Reception and Year 4.  Both are employed on 
temporary contracts linked to the pupil’s continued attendance at our school. We have 
also been able to create a new Teaching Assistant post, thanks to temporary funding from 
the LA, to support the learning of Somali-speaking pupils and offer family support to our 
Somali-speaking families.  Adam Ibrahim has been appointed to this post and is employed, 
initially, until the end of Term 6 2010. Two new Lunch Break Supervisors have been 
appointed, also on temporary contracts.  We welcome to our team Alma Helson-White 
and Michele Robinson 
 
Pupil Achievement and Standards 
 
Mid-year pupil progress data collected in February 2010 shows that the majority of pupils 
in all year groups are on track to meet their end-of-year targets in Reading, Writing and 
Maths (and, in Reception, in the 13 areas of learning and development).  Standards are up 
overall across the school.  There are some variations in data within the Year 2 and 4 
cohorts, with some children not making the expected progress in Writing and Maths.  Some 
of these pupils are already receiving additional interventions to address their learning 
needs (via additional One to One tuition, the Every Child a Writer project and through 
Teaching Assistant support).  Mid-year pupil progress meetings to be held at the end of 
Term 4 will identify gaps in learning and strategies to support accelerated progress. 
 Early analyses of the performance of groups vulnerable to underachievement show 
that boys continue to underperform in writing, although in almost all year groups the 
percentage of boys working at age-related expectations has increased.  Black and Minority 
Ethnic (BME) pupils appear overall to be working at or above the standards of their white 
peers in most year groups. Some English as an Additional Language (EAL) pupils are at the 
early stages of acquiring Reading and Writing skills in English (two new arrivals in Year 3), 
but the progress of EAL pupils in all year groups is good overall.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
The Headteacher has begun lesson observations in Maths, following observations carried 
out by the SLT in Writing over Terms 3 and 4.  We are focussing on the use of Assessment 
for Learning in all lesson observations. 
A scrutiny of Planning and Work-Books in Literacy was carried out in December, with a 
further scrutiny in Maths taking place this week. 
Our School Improvement Partner visit took place this week, looking at Teaching and 
Learning and pupil conferencing in relation to Every Child Matters outcomes 
(Safeguarding, Health, Enjoyment and Achievement, Economic Well-Being and Making a 
Positive Contribution). 
We have received LA support from a Leading Mathematics teacher and continue to 
receive support to develop Reception and Key Stage 1 pupils phonics skills via the CLLD 
(Communication, Language and Literacy Development) project. 
  
 
 



SEN and Inclusion 
 
The February INSET day for all teachers and teaching assistants focussed on supporting 
pupils with Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties and also on developing Speaking and 
Listening skills in EAL pupils.  As referred to earlier, additional TA support has been 
provided for two statemented pupils in Reception and Year 4.  We are applying for 
Statements of Special Educational Need for two Year 5 pupils and two year 3 pupils ; in all 
four cases the panel has agreed to carry out a statutory assessment.  We currently have 11 
Statemented pupils on our roll, spread quite evenly throughout the school. 
 
We continue to provide a range of interventions to support specific pupils’ behavioural 
needs.  Some of the support is in addition to our existing SEN funding; this is where we feel 
the child is at risk of exclusion or to enable us to support the learning of the rest of the class.  
We have two pupils in Year 3 who have acquired very little English.  They receive targeted 
Teaching Assistant support. 
We continue to work in partnership with external agencies to support pupils at risk of 
underachievement or exclusion: 

• One pupil is mentored twice weekly by the Breakthrough Project. 
• The Pyramid Club programme of seven after-school sessions aimed at building self 

esteem and social skills for eight Year 3 pupils finished in Term 3 
• Our local Barnardo’s Parent Support Advisor is currently working with two families, 

following requests for support from the families themselves.  We have one more 
family on the waiting list. 
 

To make our curriculum more accessible to our growing numbers of BME and EAL pupils, 
we are planning to make many of our cross-curricular investigative work even more 
reflective of global issues and even more relevant to the cultural experiences of all our 
pupils.  Our Language of the Term programme has so far focussed on key words from the 
Russian and Somali language, with Polish to follow.   
 

 
Buildings 
We continue to hold regular meetings with the Project Management team responsible for 
the New Build.  The site for the replacement car park has been fenced off on a section of 
our current site towards Soundwell Road.  The beginning of work on the car park is 
currently delayed until a new gate to the Key Stage 2 playground can be established 
behind the Medway building.  The car park will take from 13 to 15 weeks to build, and will 
necessitate a six-week closure of the section of Page Road from Page Community Centre 
up to the Soundwell Road (There will still be pedestrian access on the opposite side of the 
road.).  The fence has taken away over half of the Key Stage 2 playground.  As a result, 
Key Stage 2 children now make more use of the Key Stage 1 playground during playtimes.  
We are introducing a range of play opportunities currently and over the next few weeks to 
improve children’s enjoyment of their playtimes and develop different kinds of learning 
through play.  This initiative is being led by Rachel Peters. 
On the recent Health and Safety Walk some concerns were identified, which have now 
been resolved. 

 
Events 
We have raised funds for both “Children in Need” and the “Haiti Disaster Fund”.  This week 
we will be supporting “Sport Relief”.  Our Arabic club has started up again and is well-
attended.  StoryBox theatre delivered an enchanting performance of “The Fisherman’s 



Wife” to our Key Stage One and Reception children.  Recently we took part in World Maths 
Day, with each class pitting their mental maths skills against young mathematicians from 
around the world.  That was followed a day later by World Book Day.  This year each class 
buddied up with children from a different age group to share favourite books with each 
other.  We continue to promote cycling in our school community as a Bike It school and are 
currently taking part in the Virtual Bike Race around the UK.  Key Stage 2 children have 
recently benefited from a range of tournaments taking place at different schools, including 
Athletics, Hockey and Football.  
Each term we have hosted a Headteacher’s Coffee Morning for all parents and carers.  
These have been well-supported and have enabled the school to share information about 
current events and to reflect on how we can shape the development of the curriculum to 
meet parers and pupils needs.  In March we have held two Parent Consultation evenings.  
We will be running a Maths Meeting and Open Afternoon in April to enable parents to 
support their child’s learning of calculation skills. 
In February our EYFS hosted a visit from Christchurch C of E Infants EYFS team, who 
wanted to look at our excellent assessment practice. 
 
Other 
Further development of play is being planned over the coming weeks and into the new 
school year.  We aim to develop good practices and resources which will carry over into our 
purpose-built Outdoor Learning spaces in the new school.  Also central to our strategic 
planning is the development of our Creative Curriculum.  Gail Kilpin is working closely with 
Arwa Said to redesign aspects of our curriculum with whole school pilot projects planned 
for the next school year.  We are engaged in a “twinning” project with St John’s C of E 
Primary School in Keynsham and aim to take part in joint cross-curricular projects in the 
Summer Terms and next year. 
 


