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This year, the school has gone from strength to strength.  Thanks to an awful lot of hard 
work, we have again raised attendance and pupil achievement across the school.  We 
have continued to develop the professional skills of our staff and to provide an even more 
rigorous, enjoyable and stimulating curriculum.  The main projects of the year have been 
raising achievement in Maths, narrowing the gap in achievement for Pupil Premium and 
other vulnerable pupils and expanding our Outdoor Learning, PE & Sports, ICT, 
Philosophy and Music curriculum.  We have used the Raising Achievement Plan (RAP) 
structure to support more focussed school improvement.  Our Family Link team has 
continued to engage very effectively with parents and carers, offering even more support 
than in previous years and having a significant impact.  We have also been very busy 
preparing for the delivery of the new National Curriculum in September 2014.   There is 
still more to work on for next year, most notably raising Writing standards in line with 
national averages and ensuring that all More Able children make excellent progress. 
 
 
 
Staffing 
At the end of this term, we will be saying farewell to Mrs Sarah Lugg.  Sarah has been with 
the school since 2006.  She has done a wonderful job with each of her classes and been a 
very successful leader of Design Technology across the school.  She also started up and 
ran the excellent Lets Get Cooking clubs.  We wish her all the best of luck in her new 
teaching job at Elm Park Primary School.  Miss Claire Johnstone has come to the end of 
her temporary one year contract and has taken up a new job next year at Whitehall 
Primary School.  Claire has also done a very good job with Sunflower class in this, her 
NQT year.  We thank both Sarah and Claire for all of their hard work and wish them well 
for the future.  Miss Rebecca Lamhaouli, who has been covering a maternity leave for 
Deborah Dickson, now has a new temporary contract for one year, as we will continue to 
use Pupil Premium money to release Miss Arwa Said to lead Pupil Premium interventions 
and Mrs Burden to deliver many of these.  We are in the process of creating a new 
Assistant Headteacher post from September.  The successful applicant will continue their 
Key Stage Leadership role with additional responsibilities for developing staff’s 
professional skills and further raising pupil achievement. 
 
 
 
Achievement & Standards 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
This is the second year of the new EYFS framework.   The early data shows that 53% of 
pupils achieved a Good Level of Development.  This is an increase on last year’s 49% 
58% of last year (51% 2011; 36% 2010; 31%2009), but we do not yet have any local or 
national achievement levels to compare it with. We are pleased to note that 71% of pupils 
achieved the age-related level in "Numbers", less than the 80% target, but an 
improvement on last year's 60%. 
 
Key Stage 1 
 We are really pleased with the achievement of Key Stage One pupils this year, as outlined 
on the SIA report.  The Year 1 phonics scores continue to be significantly above national 
norms and the Year 2 achievement continues the upward curve of recent years.  Once the 



achievement of vulnerable groups has been carried out, I will be able to share the key 
areas for development/successes with governors.  I can say, though, that there are 
promising signs of improvement in Maths.  We still face a real challenge to raise standards 
in Writing to that of National norms.  Our On Entry levels in Writing are low each year, but 
we continue to look for ways of accelerating pupil progress in this area – which is why it is 
this year’s SDP priority.  I can also say that, in writing, Free School Meals children’s 
progress has been as good as their peers through KS1, with white British boys having 
done better than their peers. 
 
Years 3,4 and 5 
The recent end of year assessments show much improved progress across Key Stage 2 
this year.  The Year 3 and Year 4 progress is much better than in the last two years and 
looks to be even better than South Glos average progress in Reading, Writing and Maths.  
Year 5 progress is good.  We will need to work hard to get their levels up to national norms 
next year, but they did have particularly low KS1 scores and are on track to have made 
good progress through Key Stage 2. 
 
Year 6 
The final Year 6 externally marked results are not yet in.  We expect to meet the national 
floor standards, which, crucially, will mean they have made good progress through Key 
Stage 2.  Most pleasing, with the Writing (see SIA report) is that their progress through 
KS2 is much better than last year’s cohort. 
 
SEND and Inclusion 
Clare Lester's Inclusion and SEND report will give Governors a good idea of the range of 
support we have given to pupils with a hugely diverse range of needs and of the progress 
these children are making. 
We are pleased with many aspects of our provision for these children, but determined to 
keep striving for even better outcomes.  We are continually reflecting on what does and 
doesn’t seem to work and refining our practice accordingly.  We have benefited from some 
really useful training this year, from some excellent LA practitioners.  Implementing the 
new SEND framework will be a challenge for us, but we have the skills and experience to 
rise to this.. 
This year we had set a challenging attendance target of 96%.  We are currently at 96.5%, 
a sixth successive annual improvement.  Our persistent absence figures are still better 
than national, but we would like them to be even lower.  The same is true of our Broken 
Weeks figures.  We have made some progress in reducing the number of children who 
arrive late, but want to get this down even further next year. 
 
Buildings 
(Please refer to the Premises section of Anne Collins SBM Finance report to Governors) 
 
 
 
Parental involvement and Curriculum enrichment 
Our Family Links team have built on last year’s success.  Alison Dawes and Carol 
Drewett continue to offer an excellent service to parents and carers.  They have expanded 
the range of workshops being offered to parents, focussing on supporting children’s 
Literacy and Maths learning as well as general parenting issues.  They have also looked to 
run events which provide additional opportunities for parents and carers to spend quality 
time with their children in a learning/playing context. Both Ali and Carol support parents 
and carers in relation to a range of often very complex needs, offering advice where 



required and linking them to local services.  This aspect of their work now includes 
carrying out Common Assessment Frameworks for families, which are often needed to 
identify specific professional services which can help their child/ren.  
It should be noted that Mrs Evans, our new Reading Assistant for Reception has done her 
bit for Family Link by running her highly successful Reading workshops for small groups of 
parents and carers.  We can see that our Family Link team is having a meaningful impact 
on children’s academic and pastoral development. 
Family Link events this year: 
* Family Disco 
* Phonics, Maths and Writing Workshops 
* Pirates Next Door – reading, arts and crafts with your child 
* Xmas stories 
* Bedtime Stories for World Book Day 
* Gingerbread House – playing/learning together with your child 
 
Our Friends of School have had a very good year, with two new chair-people providing 
excellent direction for the team.   It has been great to have the continued support of key 
individuals and to welcome lots of fresh blood to the team over the year.  The movie nights 
were very successful, as were our annual Christmas Shop, Santa’s Grotto and a record-
breaking Summer Fair.  As well as running and supporting enjoyable school events which 
have helped to bring our vibrant school community together, the FOS have been very 
generous in their support of key initiatives for the children.  This year they have helped to 
pay for the transport to Redwood Outdoor Education Centre for all classes, enabling us to 
make each trip free of any charge.  They have also provided funds for a new “Mud 
Kitchen”, soon to be sited near the Gazebo. 
 
We held Welcome Coffee Mornings for all classes in the Autumn, two parents and carers 
consultation evening and 6 Headteacher Coffee Mornings throughout the year.  We had 
over 50 responses to our parent and carers’ consultation, with overwhelmingly positive 
comments and some very helpful pointers for us to work on.  Our website continues to 
offer both practical information and an illustration of all the wonderful things which have 
been going on at our school.  This year we opened a Twitter account to provide an 
additional medium to link us with parents and carers and the wider community. 
 
This year we invited parents in for a range of highly successful Enterprise events, where 
children had followed a business plan to create fantastic products for their families to 
purchase.  Y5/6 made photo-frames, Y3/4 produced a range of “Sweetie-Treaties”, 
Reception made cakes and sandwiches for a “Garden Party” event and Y1/2 produced 
their own Wildlife Films.  Each phase-group made a profit and put on excellent events 
which were very well (and generously) supported by the parents and carers. 
 
Our sporting focus this year has been on providing an even wider range of PE and 
Games activities for the children, including in-class specialist rugby and athletics coaching 
sessions and the continuation of our netball and football clubs who took part in external 
festival/tournaments.   Recently our KS1 and KS2 athletics teams competed in the 
Mangotsfield and Downend inter-school event at Pomphrey Hill.  Our KS1s came third 
overall, whilst the KS2s came second.  We have also looked to provide even more sports 
activities for all children through our lunchtime sports sessions run by Mr Michaels. We 
held a noisy and enjoyable intra-school Dodgeball tournament and are looking forward to 
the annual Sports Day on July 14th. 
 



Music has had even greater prominence this year.  We have broadened its curricular focus 
with our Marvellous Musicians project.  The Key Stage 2 Choir has gone from strength to 
strength, with excellent performances at the Colston Hall and at the Clifton Cathedral Choir 
Service.  Recently, we held our annual Eistedfodd, which featured some excellent 
perfomances in the categories of Poetry, Musical Instrument, Dance and Vocal. 
 
As in previous years, we enjoyed Eid and Christmas celebrations in the Autumn terms, 
with parents from a range of faiths attending a range of public events (Eid Day, Christmas 
singalongs, class performances and a Christmas Carols-by-Candlelight singalong in the 
School Hall.  Once again we participated in the Christmas on the Hill celebrations.  
 
In addition to a number of Year Group trips, we have also organised the following 
enrichment, charity and fund-raising events: 
 

 Bike It Breakfasts 
 Children in Need 
 Macmillan Cancer Care Coffee Mornings 
 MAD Stunt Bike show 
 2 Theatre Shows 
 Storybox Theatre 
 World Book Dress-Up Day 

  
In conclusion, I would say that it has been, as ever, a very busy and enjoyable year.  I am 
very pleased with the hard-work and positive approach of our increasingly skilful staff 
team.  The children continue to benefit greatly from the very rich curriculum that we strive 
to provide. It is always a pleasure to take visitors around the school, who invariably 
comment on what a delightfully cheerful and friendly working atmosphere we have.  I feel 
that the staff and governors have an even clearer idea of which areas we need to develop 
over the coming months and years and will stop at nothing to achieve our goals.   
 
Peter Foss-Clark 
July 2014 
 
 
  


