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OFSTED Report 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Today I have received the final report from our recent inspection and am now able to share 
the outcome with you. Overall the report is very positive and I am pleased that so many of 
our strengths were recognised. 
 

‘The early years provision is a hive of activity. Children get off to a good start to their education and 

are well prepared for Year 1.’ 

‘Pupils behave well and enjoy school. This is because of the positive relationships that pupils have 

with staff and each other.’ 

‘Attainment across the school is rising rapidly. New approaches have had a positive impact, 

particularly in writing.’ 

‘The recently appointed executive headteacher, headteacher and restructured governing body have 

taken swift and decisive action to bring about rapid improvements.’ 

 
It is for these reasons that the Early Years, Personal development, behaviour and welfare, and 

leadership and management were judged to be ‘Good’.  

 
The inspection process looks at learning and outcomes since the last inspection and considers the 

quality of education over a longer period; you will read the terms ‘over time’ and ‘in recent years’ 
throughout the report. Since the last inspection the standards and progress at the end of key stage 2 

have dropped significantly and both were particularly low in 2016 and 2017 in all subjects. The local 

authority and governors recognised this weakness and this was one of the main reasons I was asked 
to come and support the school. The inspection team recognised the ‘rapid’ improvement across the 

last year, but have to balance that with outcomes over a long period, and in line with our own 
evaluation of the school have judged outcomes and the quality of teaching as requiring improvement. 

The judgement for overall effectiveness is always matched to the lowest judgement, so therefore the 
school overall has been judged to require improvement, which until 2012 was the judgement known 

as satisfactory. The inspectors were pleased to see the improvements in outcomes in 2018 including:  

EYFS outcomes above national, phonics outcomes above the national average, outcomes at the end 
of KS1 in line with national at the expected standard, rapid improvements in outcomes in writing at 

KS2 and improvements in progress in writing and Mathematics.  
 

The inspection gave us some very clear areas to improve further, all of which we had also identified 

and are already part of our school improvement plan. I am so pleased that the strengths of our 
middle leaders were highlighted: 

  
‘…there is now significant capacity in the leadership of English across the school.’ 

‘The recently appointed mathematics leader knows precisely what is required to continue the rapid 

transformation of mathematics’ 
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Well done Miss Weldrake and Mr Hillier-Brown.  
 

As a school we will continue on our journey of improvement. We are working hard to rapidly improve 
and provide our children with the standard of education that they deserve.  

 

Staple Hill will have their next inspection within the next 30 months and I look forward to continuing 
to work with the governors, staff, children and parents to action the recommendations ready to 

secure the good judgement across all areas in this inspection. 
 

We all know that Staple Hill is a special place and the report highlights that all staff are motivated and 
feel proud to be part of the team. Our amazing children have been highlighted for their great 

behaviour, manners and the way they care for each other.  

 
I would like to thank all of the parents who shared their views with the inspection team and sent 

messages of support to the teachers and staff. I would like to thank the children for being amazing 
learners every day. Finally, I would like to thank the Staple Hill staff team for all of their hard work 

over the last year for taking on all that has been asked of them. 

 
A full copy of the report has been emailed to you and will be published on OFSTED’s website on the 

5th November. 
 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

 
 

Mr R Newman 
Executive Headteacher  

 

 
 

 


