Staple Hill News
Learning Together to Make a Positive Difference
11th September 2020
Headteacher Message
Children have had another great week back in school and we talked about how our new Positive Difference Assemblies will run as
virtual assemblies in order to keep each other safe. We will really miss welcoming parents in for them but in these uncertain times it
is just not possible. The chosen Celebrated child for each class will be celebrated in class every Friday (wherever possible). However,
we will now send home the celebration letter and certificate in the post on Friday so that your child can look forward to receiving it
and opening it with you, at home. We think this is the best way we can involve parents in celebrating their child in a special way. For
parents who have not yet experienced these assemblies, each teacher chooses one child every week to celebrate for the ways in
which they made a positive difference that week. This could be related to their learning or showing our school values. I will
announce these children and their teacher will tell the class and your child why they were chosen. This reason will also be in the
letter sent home to you with the certificate. We can’t wait to begin our celebrations and we hope that you will enjoy celebrating your
child in this way.
Have a great weekend and take care of yourselves. Stay safe.
Miss Said
Headteacher

Start and End of Day Routines
Thank you for working with us to keep everyone safe. We have been listening to feedback from parents and reviewing our systems.
The start of the day routine seems to be working really well and the staggered drop-off allowed by the 30 minute window is really
helping. So, based on your feedback, we have decided to make a change to pick-up only. From Monday, Y1-6 parents/carers are
asked to enter the site and follow a one-way system for pick-up only. Please take the path alongside our ‘Forget-Me-Not’ Garden
(5/6 end) then leave by entering the playground then taking the path out from the Y3/4 end beside the gazebo and back through the
main gates. There will be staff around to help establish this new end of day routine. Parents/Carers of Reception can pick-up in the
same way as they are doing currently by going directly to Reception but then we would like you to leave as normal via the car park
route then follow the one way system along the path beside the ‘The Forget-Me-Not Garden’ if you need to pick up older siblings.
Y5/6 will still leave independently in the same way and at 3.25 pm. Y3/4 will finish at 3.15 pm while Reception and KS 1 will finish at
3.05 pm. We are hoping that these new staggered times will help with picking up siblings in different year groups and reduce congestion around the site.
We are also arranging for our gardening service team to cut back the shrubs at the front of the school to allow better sight of Y5/6
pupils as they are being dismissed.
From Monday, children can start to bring scooters and bikes, which can be stored in the bike storage. Please remember that we
cannot take responsibility for these and to maintain social distancing and avoid overcrowding when dropping them off and collecting
them. You will need to collect them and follow the one way system at the end of day. Please also remind your children that they
are not to be riding these as they enter the school site and that includes the path outside the main gates especially because of current circumstances around social distancing. They must walk them in instead.
Lunch Breaks
We have reviewed arrangements and feedback from parents around this has helped us with making some changes to allow more
time. From Monday, KS1 will be eating in class in order to secure the longer lunch hour.
Thank you for your patience with all the changes. We are trying to be reflective and listen to feedback from you and children in order to make their school day as happy and successful, as possible. We appreciate your support and look forward to continuing our
collaboration as the year progresses.

START OF DAY (starting next week)
Drop-Off between 8.30 and 9.00 am for all children including Reception from next
week and will follow the same routes you have been using since starting back. Late
arrivals (after 9.00 am) will need to enter from the main office and sign the late book please.
Continue to use the same routes in. These are not changing for morning drop-off.
END OF DAY (starting next week)

Reception finish at 3.05 pm (pick up as now then follow the one way system
back into car park then path alongside ’The Forget-Me-Not’ garden to pick up siblings or leave immediately through main gates).

KS 1 finish at 3.05 pm (follow one way system past ’The Forget-Me-Not’ garden)
Year 3 and 4 finish at 3.15 pm (follow one way system past ’The Forget-Me-Not’ garden)
Year 5 and 6 will be dismissed as now, from front of building.
Safeguarding Corner
Keeping children safe is everyone's responsibility:
Remember to keep socially distanced and avoid over-crowding at the top of the stairs outside the main gates.
Contacting the School
If you need to talk to your child’s teacher, please ring school and notify the admin team. They will then let your child’s teacher know so
that they can call you back as soon as they can.
You can also email the school but it is better to ring if the matter is urgent.
Online Safety
There has been a recent BBC report about video clips being modified to hide inappropriate videos that would be detrimental to children.
The latest is around the use of TikTok (a video sharing site) to share traumatising content. In this instance, the BBC report this content
has also been shared via Instagram and Twitter. While these social media sites are well-below the age of our primary school children, we
are aware that some report that they have access to them. It is important to continue to talk to your children about staying safe online
and monitor the sites and apps they access.
School Office: 01454 867240
enquiries@staplehillschool.co.uk Please use this email with the recipient’s name as the subject or a specific subject if you are not sure who can deal
with your enquiry e.g. lunch, free school meals, etc:
Mr Newman - Executive Headteacher
Miss Said - Headteacher
Mrs Boult - Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator & Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Dawes - Parent Support Worker
Allow 72 hours for email response.

