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Core Learning autumn Core Learning spring Core learning summer Overview  
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Seasons and celebrations: autumn Seasons and celebrations: Spring Seasons and celebrations: Summer Nursery children begin to gain a knowledge and 
understanding of the immediate world around them 
focused on the changing seasons and the celebrations 
each season brings.  
 
Focus: My world 
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Identity and Diversity 
Children begin by learning about themselves 
and what makes them unique. They then learn 
about similarity and differences building upon 
learning in Nursery about different celebrations 
e.g. Christmas, Diwali  

Power and rule, social justice and equality 
Through traditional tales children explore the 
issues of right and wrong. They build on this to 
explore rules and safety.  

Sustainable development  
Through story books, news articles and film 
children explore the impact human have on the 
world and their place and role in making the world 
a better place.  

In Reception children learn about themselves and what 
makes them the same and different to others. Through 
traditional tales they learn about right and wrong leading 
them to explore issues from the wider world through 
sustainable development. 
 
Focus: self, values and my impact  
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How do we know? Prehistory  
In their first area of study in Year 1 pupils learn 
about how we know about the past. They start 
to build their understanding of place and time 
whilst developing their historical enquiry skills. 
Pupils will learn about Mary Anning and 
Britain’s Jurassic coast.  

Inventors and engineers 
Children learn about the roles of inventors and 
engineers including Brunel with a focus on their 
impact on their city; Bristol. Children also learn 
about flight and look at Bristol’s role in concord 
and flight.  

Natural World – Living and Growing 
Pupils learn about the names and features of a 
wide range of plants and animals as well as 
learning about their own bodies. Pupils learn 
about extinction end endangered animals building 
on their leaning about the impact of humans in 
Year R.  

In Year 1 pupils begin to become historians learning about 
how we know about the past and pre-history. This is linked 
to living and growing in Yr R where children will develop 
their knowledge of plants, animals and humans. 
 
Focus: Pre-history, Living and Growing, Bristol 
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How do we know? Fire of London 
In Year 2 pupils develop their historical enquiry 
skills further by studying the Great Fire of 
London with a focus on how do we know about 
what happened.  

Explorers and Pioneers 
Pupils learn about early explorers first explorers 
by sea; Christopher Columbus, Francis Drake and 
John Cabot and then by air; Amelia Earhart and 
finally beyond; Neil Armstrong. 
 
Pupils will build upon their knowledge of Bristol 
and the impact of John Cabot on the City.  

Natural World – Living and Growing 
Pupils learn about the basic needs of plants, 
animals and humans with a focus on staying 
healthy. Pupils will learn about the work of 
Charles Darwin building on their understanding of 
fossils and how we know about the past from Year 
1. The work of David Attenborough is also 
enjoyed. 

In Year 2 pupils deepen their knowledge of how we know 
about the past. They build on their knowledge of plants, 
animals and humans and study the basic needs and life 
cycles of living things. They begin to develop their 
understanding of the wider world, including its continents 
and countries. Pupils also widen their knowledge about 
Bristol and the impact of explorer John Cabot.  
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How do we know? Ancient civilizations  
In Year 3 pupils start to develop their 
understanding of world history with a focus on 
the ancient Egyptians and Greeks – this is done 
through the lens of historical enquiry.   

A history of these isles 
Pupils study a history of these isles with a focus on 
invasion and union, settlements and the 
impact/legacy of those who have come before: 
Roman, Viking. Pupils gain a strong sense of 
chronology.  Pupils learn about Claudius, Alfred 
the Great and Athelstan, Edward the confessor 
and  

Natural World – Deserts, Rivers and Oceans  
Pupils build upon their knowledge of the world 
from Year 2 by studying the deserts, rivers and 
oceans of the world – including the Nile, 
Mediterranean, Thames and the Severn and Avon  

In Year 3 pupils build on their learning in Year 1 about pre-
history and move to ancient civilizations. They also gain a 
secure chronology about the history of these isles. They 
develop their knowledge of geography and science and 
how rivers and shaped settlements throughout history – 
Egypt and the Nile, Bristol and the River Avon   
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Communication 
In Year 4 pupils develop their understanding of 
chronology further by studying communication 
across all major time periods from storytelling 
to cave paintings and hieroglyphics to the 
invention of paper to the printing press, 
telephone and computer.  

Childhood and Education 
Pupils study the life of a child and the history of 
education from ancient civilizations to modern 
systems of education.  

Natural World – Rainforests  
Pupils learn about the world’s rainforests building 
on learning from Year 1 and 2 about plants and 
animals as well as their learning in Year 3 about 
the water cycle.   

In Year 4 pupils cut across key periods in history to secure 
their understanding of chronology each time with a 
different focus. Each revisit of a time period will build on 
prior learning adding more knowledge each time. Pupils 
secure an understanding of communication, childhood and 
education across history.  
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Power and Rule 
In Year 5 pupils deepen their knowledge of key 
periods in time by studying rulers such as 

 Ramesses II 

 Julius Caesar  

 Henry VIII 

 Charles 1  

 Oliver Cromwell  

Trade and Industry 
Pupils learn about the earliest forms of trade and 
early farming to the trade routes of the Roman 
Empire and Vikings. Pupils build up on their 
knowledge of Bristol by looking at its history as a 
port. Pupils will look at the Wills family and their 
impact on Bristol  

Natural World – Earth and Space 
Pupils build on their knowledge and 
understanding of the seasons to the scientific 
reasons for them. Pupils will also look at the work 
of Galileo and Stephen Hawking. Pupils build upon 
their learning about ancient Rome when learning 
about our solar system.  

In Year 5 pupils continue to cut across key period in 
history. This time to build on their knowledge of 
settlements around rivers and oceans from Year 3 and 
look at trade and industry including that in Bristol. Pupils 
revisit previously taught periods in history and learn about 
their leaders and their impact.  

Ye
ar

 6
 

Freedom 
In Year 6 pupils learn about freedom across 
history and today. They learn about slavery 
within ancient civilizations, the slave trade and 
Bristol’s role within in it and modern slavery  

Religion 
Pupils draw together learning from previous year 
groups and look at the history of religion from 
ancient gods to modern day religions. They will 
look at significant events/changes which have 
impacted on religion such as Science or Henry VIII.  

Natural World – Human Body 
In Year 6 pupils build on their learning in Key Stage 
1 to further learn about the human body and its 
major systems. Links are also made to origin of 
language e.g. anatomy from the Greek word for 
dissection. Pupils also look at the history of 
medicine and its effects.  

In Year 6 pupils tackle the most challenging subjects of 
religion and freedom across our history. 

 


