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Children
learnt to farm

Ancient 
Greeks

800BC-146BC

Homer

567 AD
Saint Augustine

Post 1066

Vikings and 
Anglo-Saxons
709AD- 1066

Song School

Latin to English

871 AD
King Alfred

Tutors
for the rich

Good 
citizens

Dogs/wolves 
trained to hunt 

and guard

Boys taught 
at home 
until 6 Lyre

and flute

Read and
write

Girls taught 
by mothers
Cooking and 
household 

Boys taught 
by male 
family 

members

Warriors

Public 
speakers

Farming

Poor children 
not educated

Business 
transactions

Grammar 
school 

Read and 
write in 
English

Latin in monasteries

Wealthy 
benefactors created 

‘free’ schools

Hunter gatherers

no written records

3rd Century
Formal education 

Roman republic 
Learned from 

Greek methods
Paid groups of 

teachers 

Stone
Flint

Copper
Tin

Gold 
Bronze

Iron

5th Century 
First education 

system

Sparta 
Powerful 

army 

Read and write

1876
Factory Act

Avoid child labour

1562
Elizabeth I

Formalisation of 
apprenticeship 

1100-1400
Churches and cathedrals 

Parliament funded. 
Schooling not compulsory.

1870 
Elementary Act

1880
Education Act

1940
Evacuees

1988
National 

curriculum 

Ancient 
Romans

753BC-400AD

Stone, Bronze 
and Iron age

40,000BC– 43AD



Stone and 
Iron Age

Ancient 
Egyptians

Ancient 
Greeks

Ancient 
Romans

Vikings and 
Anglo SaxonsPrehistory

40,000BC–
43AD
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19th Century

1988
National 

curriculum 

1880
Education Act

1876
Factory Act

1870 
Elementary Act


